1. Properties of Blood. Dr. John Davy has published a series of observations on this subject, in several important particulars contradictory to the statements made in an Essay on the Blood by Dr. Scudaihore.
1. Specific gravity of fibrin. It seems a very natural conclusion, that the fibrin is the lightest ingredient of the blood, since it is the principal material of the buffy coat. Yet, fibrin is really denser than serum. Pour off the serum of the sizy blood, and cut off a portion of the buffy coat, and throw it into the serum; it will invariably sink, if not buoyed up by air-bubbles.
When the nature of the crassamentum is considered, and the manner in which it is formed, the apparent anomaly of the buffy coat being at the surface, though of greater specific gravity, will vanish. Insizy blood, the serum and coagulable lymph are of greater tenuity, or less viscid, than in blood that is not sizy ; and the sizy blood is generally slower in coagulating than blood that is not sizy, though not universally so. When the former quality alone prevails, the buffy coat which forms is thin; when both qualities co-exist, the buffy coat is thick, from the greater depth of subsidence of the heavier red particles. Now, though the fibrin of the buffy coat is of greater specific gravity than serum, the liquid mixture of coagulable lymph and of serum is of less specific gravity than the liquid mixture of red particles, serum, and coagulable lymph, and in consequence the former becomes supernatant. Before 
